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 We are continuing to do our best to stop the 
spread of coronavirus/COVID-19 by following Diocesan, 
State, and County guidelines to the best of our ability. 
In these uncertain times we ask all parishioners and 
visitors to follow the COVID WORSHIP GUIDELINES. At 
OLHC we are committed to doing our best to minimize 
the risk of coronavirus transmission and making OLHC 
as safe as it can be given the confines of our worship 
spaces.  If you are not returning to our worship sites at 
this time, please be aware that you can participate 
online at the website noted below.  Also you can access 
our weekly bulletin at the website noted below. 

OLHC Bulletin:  
http://discovermass.com/church/our-lady-help-of-
christians-litchfield-oh/ 

OLHC Sunday Mass online:  

Search: “OLHC Parish” on YouTube or see link on the parish website 

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVTs0KwyAYe5r2ZvFnaj14WA97D6efKLP9irrB9vSzkEBIQkiwmgmub3O2nHLKKFupoJSJhS1yM5viykiplBSrnG40FvSvAzssHvc52WdUTDJj9ArGAeggWKBKPoNejYlazcWm3s9J3Cf-GAi5efxA3V1r18SwfHpXn4bAdyXFhS9JUE6CkfhUc-vZHY2U3H2KGUogeHXnaltydeTXqx_ino8O9YC-DP4
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVTs0KwyAYe5r2ZvFnaj14WA97D6efKLP9irrB9vSzkEBIQkiwmgmub3O2nHLKKFupoJSJhS1yM5viykiplBSrnG40FvSvAzssHvc52WdUTDJj9ArGAeggWKBKPoNejYlazcWm3s9J3Cf-GAi5efxA3V1r18SwfHpXn4bAdyXFhS9JUE6CkfhUc-vZHY2U3H2KGUogeHXnaltydeTXqx_ino8O9YC-DP4
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Parishioner, 

 

 In the spring edition of The Harvester, I wrote about the importance of having faith and how it 
helps us in seeking to understand God. I wrote about this through the lens of the new year and won-
dering what would be in store for us in 2020. At the same time, while as pastor and shepherd of our 
community, I try to hit notes that will guide the OLHC Flock, I did not have any idea about how pro-
phetic the necessity of faith would be in 2020. In many ways we have been tested and will continue to 
be tested in the months and year to come. If anything, because of the pandemic, and in any times like 
these, it is not a time to abandon ship but rather, a time to dig deeper. The recipe for success is to re-
spond to adversity and trials like the Saints of the Church, for when times got tough, they dug in with 
grit, determination, and prayer. Now more than ever, look toward the Saints who are in Communion 
with us. By virtue of our Baptism and our life in Christ, we are united with the Saints who have gone 
before us. The Saints are there to help intercede for us in prayer and inspire us by their stories. In ad-
dition, look to stories of inspiration around you for courage and support. 

 One such story concerns a member of our staff. On October 24th our Director of Faith For-
mation/Youth Minister Lisa Belza, was commissioned as a Lay Ecclesial Minister in our Diocese. Lisa 
joins Sandy Lynn and so many wonderful Lay Ecclesial Ministers (LEM) in service to our Diocese. In 
case you might be wondering, the process of becoming a Lay Ecclesial Minister involves several years 
of spiritual formation and graduate level education. The spiritual formation invites candidates to ex-
plore how God is working in their life and in the lives of those they serve through prayer and various 
spiritual exercises. Also, graduate level education in theology, scripture, sacraments, and more is re-
quired. Lisa also received her Masters in Theology earlier this year. I have always had a profound re-
spect for the work that Lisa, Sandy, and all our LEMs do, it's how we work together and how the Lord 
ministers to all of us. Congratulations to Lisa and thank you to Lisa and Sandy for all the hard work you 
do to bring us closer to Christ! 
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Lisa with …. 
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 I wish also to make mention of a couple other staffing notes. On the diocesan level, as many of you know, 
we have a new bishop! Bishop Edward C. Malesic JCL, was recently installed as the Bishop of Cleveland. I have had 
the opportunity to meet Bishop Malesic a couple times already and he strikes me as a humble servant of God and 
man of prayer. I am sure that Bishop Malesic will visit our parish soon; what soon actually means I do not know, but 
we’ll just have to wait and see. 

 Also, I wish to welcome Fr. Curt Kondik to OLHC. Fr. Kondik was ordained in 2000 and recently returned 
home to the Diocese of Cleveland after completing an assignment as a Military Chaplain. I understand that Fr. Kon-
dik is a native of the Creston area and so he is familiar with our area. Fr. Kondik finds himself in a unique position as 
Bishop Malesic has assigned him to serve at St. Francis Xavier in Medina and OLHC. For now, you will see Fr. Kondik 
at Sunday Masses as part of a normal rotation. However, as you are reading this, you may have been wondering 
about Fr. Chris Trenta or Fr. Jerry Bednar who were helping us most recently. While Fr. Chris and Fr. Jerry will not be 
helping us in an official capacity in terms of an assignment, you might see either one of them from time to time. 

 In mentioning Fr. Chris and Fr. Jerry, it reminds me how the needs of the parishes in our diocese are con-
stantly changing as well as the numbers of priests. Our diocese, like many dioceses, will have to do more with 
less, as the number of clergy have declined in recent years. Thus, Fr. Chris and Fr. Jerry have moved on to serve 
other parts of our diocese as the needs continue to shift. That said, we must always be prepared and to that end, 
we are also aware that OLHC at one time had 3 fulltime priests and now only has one. Therefore, the parish pas-
toral council (PPC) has begun a process to examine where our parish will be in the future. At the heart of this dis-
cussion, which began with the 2020-21 PPC year, is to drive us towards having a strategic plan within the next 
couple years that will examine where our parish will be in the next 5 to 10 years and beyond. This process is in a 
discussion and reflection phase. I want to stress this again, PPC is in a discussion and reflection phase. This means 
that there are no official plans at this time but rather, we are starting the discussion of where we need to go. We 
hope to be at a concrete planning phase within the next couple years and any concrete plans will involve sub-
stantial input from the entire parish. I know how rumors start, so if you hear anyone say that I or PPC have con-
structed some sort of official plan, know that it is 1,000 billion trillion zillion percent not true. However, it does 
not mean that we will refrain from making some practical decisions such as, moving our Saturday evening Masses 
to 4pm (Seville) and 6pm (Litchfield). This was a practical decision reflecting the lack of priestly help in our area 
and the desire to continue to provide Masses in these areas without having to make any cuts. 

 Lastly, I wish to thank everyone in our parish for your generosity. This Harvester is hitting your home dur-
ing a time of Thanksgiving and I am thankful for the generosity of everyone in our parish that uses their gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure so well! In terms of our generosity of treasure, I do have one note about the Heart of a 
Shepherd campaign. The campaign is designed to help our parish as half of the proceeds will go to offset any 
offertory shortfalls due to COVID and to create a fund to help us in the future should any such event arise again. 
The other portion of the funds go to help renovate our seminaries and to shore up the retirement fund for the 
priests. To participate or learn more you can go to www.catholiccommunity.org/olhc or contact me in the parish 
office. I do hope by now, you have some awareness of the campaign as several letters and mailers have come 
your way as well as receptions and talks at Mass. Thank you everyone for your generosity in whatever way the 
Lord has invited you to participate. 

 In closing, I wish everyone a safe and happy Thanksgiving and holiday season. I hope we can see each 
other soon like we did before coronavirus. For Thanksgiving, the BAMA Thanksgiving service will be livestreamed, 
a link will be on our parish website for that and the Seville Ecumenical Thanksgiving service has been canceled 
this year. OLHC will have a Mass on Thanksgiving Day at 9:00am in Lodi. Know that our parish food pantry re-
mains open for anyone in need in our area and donations are always needed, especially meats, paper products, 
and cleaning products. Lastly, know that Sandy and I are here to serve you and if there’s anything you need, do 
not hesitate to say the word. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Ed 

http://www.catholiccommunity.org/olhc
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Peace!  I hope this issue finds you and your families healthy and well.  

 A year ago, I would never imagine we would be where we are today wearing masks, giv-

ing elbow rubs instead of hugs and asking people to repeat themselves because with a mask I 

lose hearing.  We have adjusted and adapted to the various ways of change and if you are like 

me you got many extra steps in daily because you left your mask in the car.  While it is inconven-

ient the precautions are necessary especially for those at high risk.  The everyday precautions 

we take should be no less important than our spiritual precautions for our soul.  It is hard to stay 

the course at times but not impossible.  Take it one day at a time ~ Jesus is patient, forgiving and 

loves us beyond our comprehension.   

 Faith Formation has a different look this year because we went virtual.  While this was not 

the desired way to teach the faith, it is the safest at this time.  I am looking forward to gathering 

again in person in the future.  Our Catechist have exceeded all expectations on providing virtual 

Faith Formation and we are so blessed to have them.  Please keep us in your prayers as we 

navigate through these times.   

 Faith Formation Catechists 2020-2021 

  K ~ 1
st
 grade  Trish Staiger 

  2
nd

& 3
rd

 grade Amelia Kopinsky 

      Anna Kopinsky 

  4
th
 grade  April Dalton 

  5
th
& 6

th
 grade  Josh Tomak 

  7
th
& 8

th
 grade  Jessica Burke 

 

 Confirmation preparation will be underway starting in January more information will be fol-

lowing.  We will be contacting the families with information in December.  If you have questions 

or want to register please contact Barbara Manges or myself at the parish office 330-722-1180 or 

Faithforamtion@OLHC-parish.com. 

Thank you for your patience. 

Blessings, 

Lisa Belza and Barb Manges 

 

Faith Formation News 

mailto:Faithforamtion@OLHC-parish.com
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COMMUNITY MEAL UPDATE 
A little bit of history…       

 Our community meal actually had its beginning back around the year 

2000.  It began with Bishop Pilla’s Church in the City initiative that partnered our rural parish 

with St. Colman’s - an older church on Cleveland’s West Side.  At the time, St. Colman’s was 

serving a meal on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Saturday’s of every month for anyone in need.  These meals 

were mainly sponsored by other Cleveland area groups.  And twice a year, parishioners from 

OLHC sponsored a meal.  Spearheaded by Connie Ebaugh, our volunteers would either pur-

chase the food for a meal and prepare it in the kitchen at the parish hall or sometimes the food 

would be prepared by people at their homes and then taken there for serving.  There was al-

ways an appetizer, main meal, and dessert – plus drinks.  Attendance could vary at each meal, 

but we always planned for 200-250 persons.  They served a lot of guests monthly, and made 

sure that no one went hungry! 

 Eventually a small group of us began to attend every monthly meal at St. Colman’s.  We 

enjoyed either helping with the preparing and serving if it was needed, or if not, just visiting with 

the people attending the meal.  We met many people from different walks of life, and really en-

joyed our time spent with them.   God enriched our lives with these encounters, and also 

showed us how to be church to everyone we came into contact with.   

 When Bishop Lennon began the changes of consolidating churches, and forming new 

partnerships with churches that were closer together in a particular area, St. Colman’s was 

partnered with 2 larger churches – St. Christopher’s and St. Angela Mericci, both in Fairview 

Park.  These churches had many groups that were willing to help sponsor the monthly meals, 

and while we still continued to provide a meal a couple of times per year, we began to wonder if 

our efforts wouldn’t be put to better use by having meals closer to home.   

 So, after some careful research, we found that the area of Lodi had the greatest poverty 

level in Medina County.  And we found out that the Lodi United Methodist Church was already 

serving a meal for anyone on the 4
th
 Thursday of each month, and had the kitchen and serving 

hall that would accommodate our providing a meal.  When they heard that we were thinking of 

offering another monthly meal in the area, they quickly offered their facility.  One of the great 

“God” moments on our journey.  We presented our vision to the Parish team and all of you, and 

received such a wonderful, positive response that our monthly community meal was begun in 

March of 2012. 

 

 

Building Community ~ Reaching Out ~ Good News ~ Bringing Christ to Others … 
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COMMUNITY MEAL UPDATE—continued 
 

 At the time of our beginning, many of us were still working and a Thursday evening meal 
did not fit into our plans since we would need to be there in the early afternoon for preparing the 
meal and setting up the hall, let alone having volunteers come to help.  We decided to keep our 
Saturday meal day and settled on the 3

rd
 Saturday of each month.  Back in those early days we 

were trying to help cover the needs of people closer to the end of the month when Social Security 
benefits were possibly running low.   
 

 And then a group from Lodi Hospital also decided to provide a meal at the church, and 

they were able to do so on the 3
rd

 Thursday night of each month.  What a blessing to our area - 

another “God” moment! 

 Even though meals are currently on hold during this COVID-19 pandemic, and we cannot 

speculate on what may happen going forward, here is some information on what may typically be 

needed for any given meal... 

 Our goal for the meal is to provide a warm and welcoming presence to anyone and every-

one – from nutritious food to companionship and fellowship with those we meet.  Sometimes our 

volunteers come from all of our different sites – people we do not see on a regular basis.  It is 

wonderful to be sharing this experience and our love for Christ with each other, all the while being 

in service, feeding His sheep! 

 Our food is purchased through monetary donations by you, our parishioners.  Each site 

has a wooden donation box in the vestibule, and this money is put into a checking account, to be 

drawn out for food and other supplies not supplied by the UMC – placemats, napkins, hot and 

cold beverage cups, etc. 

 We generally plan our food to serve around 100 people.  Our average attendance has 

been ranging between 60-70 per meal, but we always try to be prepared for more.  When we 

have leftovers, this food is donated to the Lodi Family Care Center.  Rebecca Rak offers before 

and after school programs and meals for youth, and other families in need.  

 With the departure of Gary and Beth Trubachik this past summer (due to their moving to 

PA), Joe and I were planning most of the meals, doing the shopping ,and coordinating the volun-

teers for each meal.  Prior to that, the four of us as a Core Team would plan and prepare togeth-

er.  We try to carefully plan a meal around the time of year – soups and more hearty meals in the 

fall and winter months, and then easier, lighter foods for the summer when it’s hot and no one re-

ally wants to slave over hot stoves.  But over the past year, we have had our local councils, par-

ish pastoral council, our religious education youth group, ladies guild, etc. come forward to take 

ownership of the meal for a particular month.  Sometimes they will do all of the planning them-

selves, sometimes they ask for our assistance, which we are glad to provide.   

 During months when the planning falls to us, we have a computer database with an email 
address for most of our volunteers and we send out a request to see if anyone is available to 
come help.  We also have a verbal announcement made at Mass and a request put in the bulletin 
so that everyone has an opportunity to volunteer.   

Continued on Page  8 
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COMMUNITY MEAL UPDATE  - continued from page 7 
 
 Volunteers are needed for a variety of jobs – from helping prepare and cook food, pre-
paring the plates for the servers to take out (we serve everyone at their seat – no buffet line), 
serving drinks (coffee, milk, punch), desserts, clearing the tables, washing and drying dishes 
and silverware, and vacuuming the hall after our guests have left.  Guests are allowed into the 
hall around 4:30 pm, and we actually serve the meal between 5-6:30 pm.  Depending upon 
what we are cooking, our need for volunteers could begin as early as 2 pm.  With a good crew 
of helpers, we generally are out of the church between 7-7:30 pm.  Some volunteers come for 
the entire meal, and sometimes they are only able to stay for a short time to help prepare, set 
up, etc.  We do our best to accommodate everyone’s individual needs. 
 As mentioned before, everything is currently on hold.  The UMC has not even been 

holding church services at this time.  A lot of the guests who attend wish to come and have a 

sit-down meal to share fellowship.  We will just have to be patient, and pray that a safe way to 

gather and serve will be presented to us in the future.   

Take care, and do not hesitate to reach out to us with any comments or questions. 

Joe and Cheryl Belle  (330-388-5889 / 330-388-5894) 

OLHC Outreach & Food Pantry 

           Shortly after Our Lady Help of Christians was established in 1976, the pantry began operat-

ing as well.  Parishioners saw a need to reach out to others within our 500 square mile radius in 

need of food.  From that beginning we became affiliated with the St. Vincent de Paul Society in 

Cleveland.  Over a period of many years the pantry changed its name to Our Lady Help of Christians 

Outreach as we felt the need to meet our local needs within our parish boundaries.  While our name 

changed we continued and continue even today to meet the many needs of the many people we 

serve. 

       Located in the basement of the farmhouse our pantry thrives with the help of many volun-

teers.  These wonderful volunteers work in our pantry usually once a month selecting and packing 

groceries for our clients.  Clients make appointments to come to our pantry for food by calling the 

parish office.  Our pantry is currently open on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:30 P.M.  On Wednes-

day mornings our pantry serves clients from 10:00-noon.  When clients come to the pantry they are 

asked to complete a government form and provide identification and proof of residency within our 

500 square miles. We never refuse food to anyone who shows up at our pantry but if clients do not 

live within our service area we will suggest other places where they may get food closer to their 

home. Right now, due to COVID-19, our volunteers then load their vehicle with the groceries. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
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 OLHC Outreach & Food Pantry ~ continued from page 8 

   

 You may wonder how we stock our pantry!  In earlier times we relied on deliveries from the 

Second Harvest Food Bank in Lorain and parish donations.  During the past five years or so we 

have joined the Akron-Canton Food Bank with our deliveries being made by volunteers from Feed-

ing Medina County.  We have dedicated volunteers who help us unload the truck with each deliv-

ery and then help to stock the shelves.  Our food is ordered from the foodbank and deliveries are 

either on Mondays or Fridays.  Since COVID-19 we have had several deliveries made by the Na-

tional Guard.  What an awesome sight to see that armory vehicle arrive to help us continue to 

feed our people.  We are so thankful for their help. 

 

      Not all of our food comes from the foodbank!  We have ordered large quantities of food 

from Aldi’s as well when items we want are not available from the foodbank.  We have also had 

parishioners donate items to the pantry.  Local farmers who are/are not members of our parish 

have donated vegetables, meat and during hunting season we have been able to acquire venison 

for our clients.  Our volunteers are always on the lookout for bargains and we are never opposed 

to taking advantage of sales. 

 

      But that’s not all!!!!  Buckeye Schools, local Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops, different local 

churches, the Buckeye Ministerial Association and most recently Zion Lutheran who donated 

fresh potatoes from their Potato Patch, have all helped us in many ways with Food Drives, mone-

tary donations, etc.   At Christmas time we are partnered with St. Joseph’s Church in Strongsville 

and they help us with Christmas cheer for needy families. 

       

 Most importantly, our very own parishioners have been so generous!  Our monthly Out-

reach collection really keeps us going. Your generosity allows us to purchase food for our clients.  

We are also able to help families financially strapped for rent and utility assistance.  Aside from 

that we have received many donations from families of deceased relatives.  During the holidays 

we have gotten extra donations  which we have used to help make the holidays brighter for our 

clients and their families.   In addition to this, our sites have Giving Trees which provide clients 

with socks, underwear, hats, gloves, scarves, etc. for winter warmth.  The Art and Environment 

Committees at each site help us with this ever present need. 

       

 In conclusion, the Outreach Ministry at Our Lady Help of Christians would not exist without 

the unselfish contributions of many people.  It would not be remotely possible if it weren’t for ALL 

of us working together to help those who depend on us for their needs.  THANK YOU to all for your 

unwavering support of this worthwhile ministry. 

 

      If you would like more information about our Outreach Ministry, are interested in helping us 

or just generally have questions please call Pat Vujevich at (330) 416-3894. 
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Social Concerns, Insights, and Reflections 
 
 

 Greetings from a self-quarantined OLHC family member. I join with all of you as we 
grieve the inability to attend Mass and share friend and family gatherings. This year has been 
challenging at best.   

 

 As I reflect on the ways that we can do better and work towards change and peaceful 
justice toward all, I share some concrete ideas.  Those of us who are able to go to work, can 
help those who are home-bound. Simply delivering groceries or meds would be a 
plus.  School-age children who are learning virtually NEED reassurance  and socializa-
tion.   Plan in-house activities to stimulate them. Encourage them to spend as much time out-
side as possible. Above all, pray together as a family and LISTEN to their insecurities.  Keep 
JOY in your homes! 

 

 Many of you have embraced gardening and cooking as an outlet for creativity. Share 
your bounty with others. Our pantry has welcomed the produce from our gardens. Home-
grown vegetables are more nutritious  and economical. Spend time during the winter months 
to plan on a home garden. 

 

 Be sensitive to depression. The lack of control and community involvement play havoc 
with our emotions. Make an effort to keep in touch either on line, phone call or letters to 
neighbors and friends.  

 

 Keep in touch with Catholic Charities and diocesan outreaches. They are constantly 
encouraging community action and updates on Church activities and initiatives.  Hopefully, 
we will have our annual CCWAM "Proclaimer of Justice" award dinner in the Spring...God 
willing! 

 

 In the meantime, wear your masks, maintain social distancing, stay safe, be well...and 
GOD BLESS US ALL! More info and ideas, share with Carol Perzy at Greenfld-
gardens@aol.com 
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Parish Ministries—Adopt– a– Family, Jail Ministry, and Nursing Home Ministry 

 

 I would like to share with you three volunteer opportunities we have at Our Lady Help of 
Christians that have been such a blessing in my life.  This pandemic year has had a profound impact 
on them, making two of them impossible to perform, and one that is still working, but at a somewhat 
diminished state. 
 
 I shall start with the one that is still in place.  That is the Adopt-a-Family program.   Anony-
mous givers in this program remember a child every Christmas, birthday, and Easter, until graduation 
from high school.  Suggestions for gifts are provided by the child’s parent or guardian. 
 

This program has been in place since 1995, and has been a beacon of home for the receiver 
families and an opportunity for givers to experience the joy of giving.  We know how well we all 
yearn to provide for our children and when our financial situation makes it impossible to give gifts to 
our children, the heartbreak is real.  I have seen awe-inspiring generosity from our givers, and pro-
found gratitude from receiver families.  We currently have three facilitators and would welcome any-
one interested in experiencing the wonders of Adopt-a-Family. 

 
We are currently in need of a giver for a little boy whose birthday is August 19, 2008, a 

girl with a birthdate of April 12, 2006,  a boy with a birthdate of May 4, 2015, and a girl with a 
March 6, 2015 birthdate.  Please call me if you would like to be a giver ~~Connie Ebaugh at 330-
648-2602. 

 
At the beginning of the pandemic, some givers were uncomfortable with continuing in the pro-

gram, but the situation has opened up and, using great care to stay virus free, we are again fulfilling 
needs.  Some of the givers have chosen to give gift cards, or cash, instead of shopping for suggested 
items.  Receivers are grateful for the help and accept with deep appreciation. 

 
Sadly, Jail Ministry has been put on hold during the pandemic, as no volunteers are permitted 

at our Medina County Jail.  Our hope is that in the future, we will once again be welcomed there.  Vol-
unteers who are background checked and trained by the Jail, conduct prayer services on Tuesday 
nights, after Eucharist and share faith with those in attendance.  There is opportunity to tutor GED stu-
dents as well.  It has been a true honor and a pleasure to be involved with this ministry.  The guests (I 
don’t like the title inmate in this context) who come to the prayer services are so grateful to have the 
chance to learn and talk about God.  Faith sharing helps us to better understand ourselves and others, 
and guides us to learning how to love as Jesus instructed us to do.  We need more volunteers for this 
ministry.  If you feel called or have questions about Jail Ministry, please call me at 330-648-2602. 

 
Nursing Home Ministry has been put on hold this year.  Celebrating a Prayer Service, Bible 

Study or taking Eucharist to residents of nursing homes has also been a true honor and a pleasure.  The 
wonderful people that I have met through the past 25+ years have profoundly enriched my life.  At one 
nursing home only, for the past couple of months, we were allowed to meet outdoors, masked, for a 
half an hour.  Starting November 13, 2020, I will be permitted to come inside, but again it will be lim-
ited to a half hour visit.  If anyone would like more information about Nursing Home Ministry, please 
call me at 330-648-2602. 

          Connie Ebaugh 
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Sunshine Committee 

The Sunshine Committee was organized over ten years ago when we realized that there were too many 
of our parish community who were unable to join us for Eucharist or parish activities.  There had to be a way to 
reach out, draw in, connect and stay connected with them.  Even if he or she were homebound or had chronic 
health issues, they are still our parish family; we need them and they need us. 

It was initially a few people who would send a card to the ones we heard about by “word of mouth”  
who could use a ‘thinking of you” note.   

 It has since evolved into at least sixteen very dedicated  individuals who send to over 90 of our parish on 
a monthly basis.  They send notes, our thoughts and prayers, and some Sunshine.   These can include handmade 
cards that others make and give to the “senders’.  We have received notes that the card was received on a day 
that made a real difference in that person’s life.   If makes a real difference staying connected to our parish fami-
ly. 

We hope to reach out to all in the parish, whether new members or old members, homebound, or not, 
young or old.  We share ourselves with others in a spirit of respect and unity, walking together through the vari-
ous challenges life brings.  This is especially appropriate as we all are working our way through the COVID 
pandemic—staying at home, staying apart, staying healthy, staying safe, and staying connected.  

It is our goal to spread a little “Son shine” to all in our parish.  To do this, we reach out to our faith fami-
ly through a note at various moments of their lives, or just to say “Hi, we are thinking of you.” 

Some of the moments we hope to recognize and who we send to:  New Parishioners – Baptisms – First Eu-
charist – Confirmation; Sympathy, Illness – chronic or extended recovery, Recovery – surgery, rehab., Just to 
say “Hi”, Homebound/shut-ins, Hospitalized, Birthdays – long term/chronic/homebound, and just because - to 
those not attending Eucharist because of the pandemic.  THANK YOU to all of our “senders”  They are the life-
line of the parish.  

 It is vital that if you become aware of someone who needs to be recognized (illness, surgery, death) do 
not assume that it is known.  Please let the office know the information as soon as possible.  This applies to 
not only your home site, but throughout the parish.   

 If you would be interested in becoming a “sender” please contact Shari Harris at hshari821@gmail.com 
or call 330-667-3272. 

We are the eyes, ears, hands, and heart of Jesus and we really need to extend them where needed.  There 
are many who just need to know they are part of our faith family and the community knows they are there, espe-
cially during these trying times.  We can all use prayers and we can all pray no matter where we are in our lives.  
Keep our parish family in your prayers.  

Congratulations! 

Baptisms ~ 

Kylan Conry 
Colt Dibell 
Liliana Edwards 
Evelyn Rasschaert 
Harrison Reusch 
Cameron Woyma 
 

First Communion ~ 
Tyler Lamoda 
Henry Reusch 
Katelyn Scislo 
Cameron Woyma 

 
 
 
 
Therese and David Botson 
Michelle Ezzo    David Hallish 
Conrad and Nancy Haneberg  The Izworksi Family 
Michael and Cristina King  The Lamoda Family 
Joseph Mikalacki   Carole Ortolani 
The Pappas Family   Mary Roling 
Arlene Swancer   David and Bernadette Swancer 
Rose Wickkiser   The Woyma Family 
Robert and Patricia Yagersz 
 

Welcome Home   
New Parishioners: 
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TRIALS FOR HOPE 
 

About seven years ago, I was blessed to meet Jonathan Gray, founder of Trials for Hope.  I, as 

well as my husband and a few OLHC members, spent a Saturday afternoon learning about his 

program.  He also took us to distribute sandwiches to some of the needy in the Cleveland area 

that day.  I was moved by the people I met. They were so thankful for a sandwich.  I knew I 

had to get involved.  I couldn’t “unsee” what I had seen.  It was time for action. 

 

So, I talked with the OLHC team and they were very supportive.  A group of four to ten people 

started making a monthly Saturday trip to help Jonathan prepare bags of supplies to hand out 

during the week, organize his storage areas, and distribute items to the homebound and oth-

ers in need.  Jonathan began coming to visit our four worship sites every October to talk about 

his program.  We started the “Holiday Care Packs” program in 2015 (as far as I can find from 

my records).   This has involved putting 500-600 survival bags together with the following 

items: socks, hand warmers, cough drops, tissues, lip balm, flashlights, emergency blankets, 

hand sanitizer, toothbrushes, toothpaste, Band-Aids, as well as other staples. The parishioners 

of OLHC have been soooo generous with their time and talent.  I have been blessed to be able 

to work with some of you from all of the worship sites to get the needed supplies and put the 

bags together! 

 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 has kept the Saturday group from making our monthly visits.  As I 

write this article on October 12, OLHC has just begun this year’s “Holiday Care Packs” pro-

gram.  Shopping is being done online, and most of the packing of the bags will be done in my 

basement with my husband.  Volunteers will be needed to move the finished survival bags 

back to the Trials for Hope storage area.  I am hopeful that we will be able to help many peo-

ple, as we have done in the past.  Checks written to “Trials for Hope” are welcome anytime 

and help so many homeless and living on the margins.  You can send the checks to my ad-

dress: 

   Theresa Beyler, 4425 Erhart Road, Medina  44256 

 

Any questions, or if you would like to find out how you can help, please call me: 330-416-0885 

 

To learn more, check out the Trials for Hope website at: trials4hope.org 

 

For an update from Jonathan, check out this great video that Fr. Ed made with Jonathan on 

the Trials for Hope page on the parish website. 

 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for all you have done to help others!  Your generosity does make a 

difference!  Theresa Beyler 
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Annual Report to the Parish for Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020 

OVERALL COMMENTS 

There was a deficit of $(40,944) this reporting year when comparing revenue less expenses.  This compares to a surplus of 

$23,712 last year. Overall Revenue was lower by $49,193.  In addition, some of the deficit this year resulted from dol-

lars being spent on Capital Improvements for many needed projects that came from our Capital Improvement Ac-

count. 

Offertory collections were lower this year by $25,743.  Other Collections were lower by $14,582(Christmas and Easter).  

Net Fund Raising Income was also lower by $12,841.  Other lines were slightly higher to balance to the overall de-

crease of $49,193. 

Overall, Total Church Operating Expenses were lower by $27,305 this fiscal year before adding in Capital Expenditures. 

EXPENSES 

Total overall expenses for this reporting year amounted to $559,871 compared to $544,408 for the previous year. 

Total Operating Expenses were $27,305 lower this fiscal year.  

Salaries and Administration Expenses were lower by $13,718. 

Diocesan Assessments were lower by $8,601.  OLHC took advantage of deferring 2 months of regular Assessment pay-

ments allowed by the Diocese due to Covid 19. 

All other Expenses were lower by $4,986. 

There was $93,695 in Capital Expenditures this year vs $50,926 last year. This year Capital Projects included:  

Nova Roof (this will be reimbursed from the Rooted in Faith Account) 

Seville – New Doors; Parking lot gravel  

Lodi – Parking lot gravel; Carpet cleaning 

Litchfield – Driveways were repaved; New gravel added in some areas; Carpet was cleaned; AC units installed in Library 

and Clara Dalton Room. 

All sites were re-keyed with new keys distributed. 

Our Parish Pastoral Council and Local Councils in cooperation with the Development Commission continue to evaluate the 

spiritual and structural needs at all parish sites during this unusual pandemic. 

The new Fiscal Year will continue to be a challenging time. 

 

CASH BALANCES and CASH RESERVES 

Total cash balance and reserves as of 6/30/20 was $396,765. OLHC continued to make extra payments against our previ-

ously unpaid Diocesan Assessment from prior years.  Rooted in Faith funds set aside for capital improvements will continue 

to be used as needed and approved by the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC). 

Our Cash Balance and Reserves will be used sensibly in these unusual times.  

 

GIVING ABOVE AND BEYOND 

There were many opportunities that the OLHC parishioners support that touch the lives of many individuals. In addition to 

monetary contributions, dedicated parish volunteers give their time and talent coordinating the collection of items that are 

distributed in various ways.  

 

CONCLUSION 

First and foremost, thank you to everyone for your generosity! The ways in which you support the parish and its ministries 

shows that our Catholic faith is alive and vibrant. As we look towards the future, the parish is in stable financial standing at 

this time. The Finance Council has budgeted a balanced budget for our next fiscal year. 

 

The detailed Diocesan Report is available at all parish sites and the parish office.  It will also be included in the Harvester 

Publication. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Immaculate Conception Mass 

 December 7 6:00 p.m. Loci 

 December 8 9:00 a.m. Litchfield 

   Noon  Seville 

   7:00 p.m. Nova 

Individual Confessions: 

 December 16 5-7:30 p.m. Lodi 

 Adoration 5-7:30 p.m. Lodi 

Christmas: 

 December 24 Christmas Eve   

   5:00 p.m. Lodi 

   5:30 p.m. Litchfield 

   7:30 p.m. Seville 

 December 25  Christmas Day 

   9:00 a.m. Litchfield 

   10:30 a.m. Seville 

   11:00 a.m. Nova 

New Year’s: 

 December 31 New Year’s Eve 

   5:00 p.m. Lodi 

 January 1 New Year’s Day 

   9:00 a.m. Litchfield 

 

COMMUNICATION ~ 

 What a journey we are on!  Each of us are experiencing the challenges of the day different-
ly – but somehow together. 

 In this time of change, our parish has recognized that we do not have accurate phone num-
bers, and sometimes emails, for many of you.  Please consider writing a note to our office includ-
ing your cell phone numbers and email.  If it is easier to email your information – all the better.  
Simply email Paula at the office. 

 If per chance you have internet and are not receiving regular notes from Fr. Ed and the par-
ish staff, text “OURLADYHELP” to 84576 or online www.flocknote.com/ourladyhelp. Please sign-up 
for Flocknote now.  If you need help call the office. 

 Thank you for your assistance. 
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STAY CONNECTED 

 WITH 

In this time of COVID, it’s more important now than ever 

to stay in the loop! Receive timely updates on parish 

events, funeral information, ministry news, & more  

directly to your phone or email.  

Text: OURLADYHELP 

to  84576  

On your smartphone  

Online:  

FLOCKNOTE.COM/OURLADYHELP 

INSTRUCTIONS: - Follow the easy prompts.  

- For parish group, select the site you regularly attend.  

- Skip the prompt to “create password” - that’s it, it’s so easy!  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwizx96Cp5DaAhXQVN8KHR3oA50QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fru.pngtree.com%2Ffreepng%2Fiphone8%25E8%25BE%25B9%25E6%25A1%2586_3321333.html&psig=AOvVaw2ds9Hx6A-iysYw-r-cua-T&ust=15223
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Rosary  - First Saturday of the month – 9:00 a.m. – Litchfield and Nova 
Eucharistic  Adoration First Friday of the Month – at 6:00 p.m.; and Mass at 7:00 p.m. – Litchfield 
Holiday and Holy Day Mass Schedules—see our website or the bulletin 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pastor:  Rev.  Ed Suszynski; Deacon:  Dc. Michael Jervis, Sr .; Pastoral Associate: Sandra J . Lynn     

Coordinator of Faith Formation / Youth Minister:  Lisa Belza;  

Associate Coordinator of Faith Formation: Barbara Manges  

Parish Administrative Assistant:  Paula Winrod  

Parish Administration Office:     9608 Norwalk Rd., Litchfield, Ohio 44253;  Phone: (330) 722-1180  Fax: (330) 723-5891 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday—9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

In Litchfield 

9608 Norwalk Rd. 

Litchfield, OH 

 

Mass Schedule ~ 

Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

In Nova 

240 State Route 511 

Nova, OH 

 

Mass Schedule ~ 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

Individual Confessions: 

Last full weekend of the month 

Saturday 

 Seville       3:15 p.m.  

 Litchfield  After 6:00 p.m. Mass  

Sunday 

Lodi         7:45 a.m. and 1st Monday 

of the month after 6:00 pm Mass  

Litchfield    8:15 a.m.  

Seville        After 10:30a.m. Mass  

Nova          After 11:00 a.m. Mass  
 
Additional times as announced sea-

sonally in the bulletin and on our 

website.   

By appointment :  (330)722-1180 

In Lodi 

8240 Buffham Rd. 

Lodi, OH 
 

Mass Schedule ~ 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

In Seville 

60 High Street 

Seville, OH 
 

Mass Schedule ~ 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


